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The Cellular Telecoinmunications gL Internet Association ("CTIA")i hereby submits its 

Reply Comments i n  respoilhe to the Commission's Piihlic Notice seeking comiiieiils on the 

Petition for Interim Waiver and Rulemaking ("Petition") tiled by the National Exchange Carrier 

4~wc ia l ion  ("NECA") I n  the above caplioncd proceeding 

The Petition, which KECA filed on behalf of the Interstate Telecommunicalions Relay 

S t r \  icc Ad\ isor! Council. requests an interim waiver of Section 64 604 of the Commission's 

rules: 10 the exient necessary LO allou NECA to compensate TRS providers from the interstate 

TRS luiid for all calls placed froin \vircIess telecomniunications dcvices, not\wtlistaiiding the 

CTlA IS the interilarion;tl organization ortlic wireless comm~i i ica l io i i~  iiidusrry 
for holh ~vireless carriers and manufacturers Membership in the association covers all 
Comnierclal Mobile Radio Serv:ce ("CMRS") providers and manufacturers, including cellular, 
broadband PCS, ESMR, as %ell as providers and nianufacturers of wireless data serviccs and 
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pi-oducrs 

N U I I O I I U ~  E x h m g r  C(irricr Associurroii (NECA) Petzlroli For l,iierinr Wrrrver Atid 
R i i l ~ ~ ~ ~ i ( i k i t ~ g  Rcg(irdirig The Cos/ Recoveri' For Wireless Teleco~llti~ut~ic~ril~1i.s Rrluy tSetv~c.c 
/I'/c.S) CU//A, Public Notice, CC Docket KO 98-67, DA 03-1939 (re1 June 13, 2003) 

,Scc47 C F.R $ 5  64 404(c)(5) and 64 605(d) (2001) 
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actual jui-isdiction of such calls. Thcy maintain that a waiver for a two-year penod is necessar! 

to cnsure the availability of relay services for wireless TRS users, pending further study of 

compensation methods for wireless and other TRS calls wherein determining the junsdiction 

nature of the TRS call is problematic 

wppor t ing  NECA's Petition. and  notes t i n t  t l i m  have been no developnients in thc iiitcriin t l ia i  

\iotild \\'arrant CTIA to changc its position on the issue 

CTIA submitted conunents on September 30, 2003, 

M'hilc C'C14 fully support5 NECA's requested \vai\er. one coninienter suggcsts that 

NlfCA's proposed solution to allow a11 wireless TRS call to be reimbursed froin the iiiterstate 

'TRS fund "is ovcrbroad and uimecessar) .'' The commenter contends that based on its earlier 

discussions \b ' i t l i  CTW. there I S  an alternative approach, I e ,  a clearinghouse to handle the 

traiislatioii of wireless TRS calls 

CTlA had initial discussions with AT&T and other relay service providers in early 2001 

to discuss a myriad ofways to approach this problem However, after a lengthy review and 

a i i a l yss  of the data, CTIA determined that the clearinghouse approach was a lengthy, inefficient 

m d  costly way to address the jurisdictionai problem associated with wireless TRS calls 

Accordingly. CTlA abandoiied efforls to develop and implement the clearinghouse approach and 

sough: LL more efficient and effective solution 

CTW subsequcnlly sought assistance from NECA, which has considerable expertise and 

expcrieiice with such junsdictional issues Based on this expertise and experience, NECA 

lproposcd an cflecti ve and ellicieiit approacli to the probleni Moreover. NECA's approach was 

coi is is ic i i t  with Section 225 of the Coniniunications Act of 1934, as amended, wliich requires the 

Petition, at I ,  0.7 

See AT&T C'omrnenls to Petition for lntcnm Waiver and Ruleiiiak~ng, CC Docket 
No 98-67, tiled July 14, 2003, 7-51 



Coinmission to "emure that iiiterstate and intrastate teleconimunications relay services are 

dvailable, Io /he ex'lew possible arid iii  /he niosl e//icleirr muriner, to heanng-impaired and 

speech-impaired individuals in the llnited States."' 

As demonstrated i n  the NECA petition and CTIA's initial comments. granting a waiver 

ot tlic I-C'C's I I G  cmt recover? rules \YIII a l l o n  rela!, service providers to receile conipensatioii 

rot- '111 ca l l s  from \\ireless telecomniunicatio~~s devices, and will help alleviate. i fnot  eliminatc. 

problcms detcmiiniiis the jurisdictional naturc of a wireless TRS call 

tlenionstrated tlic de iiiiiiimis iinpact of an interim waivcr on the interstate TRS fund 

has chaiized iii the interim pel-iod of l ime to suggest othcnvise CTIA maintains its position that  

allov. 1112 the Interstate TRS Fund Administrator to compensate TRS providers for all wireless 

TRS calls is the most efficient and effective way for the Commission to ensure the availability of 

interstate and iiitrastate relay services to \\,ireless 1 RS users Accordingly, CTIA fully supports 

t l ic  NECA Petition and strongly urges the Commission to grant the Petition for an interim waiver 

oi ' the ('oniniission's TRS cost recovcry rules lor all wireless TRS calls 

Furthermore, NECA I I J S  

Nolliing 

( 3  1 7  1; S C 5 2 3 ( b ) ( l )  (2001)(emphasih added) 

Granting the b\aiver is ~llso consistent with the Commission's decision authorizing 
IP Re lay  pro\ idcrs to recover tlieir costs from the Interstate TRS Fund on an iiitcrim basis 
Wireless TRS callers are similarly situated to LP relay callers in that there is no automatic incthod 
Tor dctemiining I r a  call placed over 1P Kelay or over a wireless network IS intrastate or 
iiitcrstale CTTA recommends that the Commission accord similar treatmetit to wireless TRS 
cal Is Sec t'r.o~~isiori of lmpuoid  Telecoi,iniirriicallons Relu p Sewices und Speecli-lo-Speec/i 
. Y C ' ~ i ' i C ~ S f O l ~  /Pidivldufr/s Wi /h  Heurulg mid Speecli Disuhililies. 67 Fed Reg 39x63 (2002) (''11) 
I lela) Dcclaratory Ruling") 

Petition, at 6-7 .See ulso CTlA Comments IO Petition for Interim Waiver and 
Rulemaking, CC Docket No 98-07. filed September 30, 2002 



CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, CTlA opposes AT&T’s clearinghouse proposal and f u l l y  

supports NECA’s Petition f o r  interim \+aivcr CTlA strongly urges the Commission to grant the 

Pctil ioi i for iiitrriiii waiver. and to address soon Ions-tenn compensation iiicthods for relay 

< e n  I C C S  i n  circumstaiices, such as wireless TRS call, LNP, and IP relay scrvice, \vherc i t  I S  

impossible to determine tlie~urisdiction o r t h e  call from the ANI data transmitted 
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